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its  initials   P.S.F., the  "Action  Frangaise"  (royalist),v and  the
Communist Party seem never to have interrupted their activities.
But little by Little attempts at reconstructing old groups seem
to have been made, by no means to the liking of the Vichy dictators,
who now do not admit even shades in the blind admiration they
expect.
Following Marshal Petain's speech of August 12, 1941, a series
of texts, which will be analysed in their proper place, sought to
restrict still further the activities of the political groups and
parties. An announcement from Radio-Paris on August 10
declared that "in the difficulties of the present hour the Govern-
ment was of the opinion that individual or collective initiative,
even when most praiseworthy, could be not without danger from
the point of view of public peace. It cannot on the other hand
tolerate undisciplined actions on the part of Frenchmen who. have
failed to realize their duty. The Government, which has been
able in many circumstances to pay homage to the patriotism of
certain leaders of parties, invites them to submit to its directions,
and to group themselves, without any distinctions of political
opinion, behind the Chief of the State. Any organization failing
. to obey these orders would find itself immediately dissolved/'
Repressive action directed against the Communist Party was
greatly accentuated after the Soviet entry into the war, the speech
of August 12, and the attempt on Laval's life. Political courts
charged with checking communist and anarchist and de Gaullist
schemes have been passing sentence,freely since the second week
in August. Thus Sampaix, the secretary-general of Humanite, the
organ of the Communist Party, has been condemned to penal
servitude for life.
For their part, after a series of attacks on their officers, the
Germans from October 1941 executed considerable numbers of
hostages, many of whom were taken from among the leaders
of the Communist Party.
2. THE "RASSEMBLEMENT POUR LA REVOLUTION NATIONALS"
The Marshal's fixed idea seems to have been to make a great
national party, if not a single party, upon which he could rely for
support.
On January 29, 1941, there was created under his patronage
(without either law or decree) a "Comite de Rassemblement pout
la Revolution Nationale."
This Committee was composed of some forty c commissaries.'
The secretary-general was Henri Dumoulin (du Moulin de
.Labarth&te), principal private secretary to the Chief of the State;